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bound to attend to his shop, the husbandman to his tillage, the servant to
his work, the master to the care of his household and estates, These are
essential duties which men owe to God, to the public, to themselves, and
to their children and families; a neglect of which, whatever else they do,
will suffice to damn them. But then, they must always reserve to them-
selves leisure for spiritual and religious duties; they must also sanctify all
the duties of their profession. This is to be done by a good intention,
It is the motive of our actions upon which, in a moral and Christian sense,
the greatest part, or sometimes the whole, of every action depends. This
is the soul of our actions; this determines them, forms their character, and
makes them virtues or vices. If avarice, vainglory, sensuality, or the like
inordinate inclinations influence the course of our actions, it is evident to
what class they belong; and this is the poison which infects even the
virtuous part of those who have never studied to mortify their passions.

But slothful Christians allege the difficulty of this precept; they think
that perfectly to die to themselves is a severe injunction. God forbid
anyone should widen the path which the Saviour of the world has declared
to be narrow. It is doubtless difficult and requires resolution and courage.
Who can think that heaven will cost him nothing which cost all the saints
so much? What temporal advantage is gained without pains? The bread
of labourers, the riches of misers, the honours of the ambitious, cost much
anxiety and pains; yet, what empty shadows, what racking tortures, what
real miseries are the enjoyment which worldlings purchase at so dear a
rate! But it is only to our inordinate appetites (which we are bound to
mortify, and the mortification of which will bring us liberty and true joy)
that the doctrine of self-denial appears harsh. And its fruits in the soul
are the reign of divine love; and the sweet " peace of God which passeth
all understanding,"I which springs from the government of the passions,
and the presence of the Holy Ghost in the soul, and is attended with a
pure and holy joy which fills the whole capacity of the heart, and which
the whole world can never take from the servant of God.

The following feasts are celebrated on November i:

ALL SAINTS, oa which the Church honours all the saints reigning together in glory: ST
AUSTREMONIUS, who planted the faith in Auveigne in the third century: ST BENIGNUS, priest
and martyr, apostle of Burgundy; ST QESARIUS, martyred because he protested against a young
man sacrificing his life to Apollo; a Christian priest was, with him, put into a sack and cast into
the sea (300): ST FORTUNATUS, Bishop: ST HAROLP VI, King of Denmark, martyr: ST
MARCELLUS, Bishop of Paris in the fourth age: and ST MARY, a humble slave to Tertullius;
she prayed much and fasted frequently, especially on all idolatrous festivals; she was cruelly
tortured, but she died a happy martyr.

i Phil iv. 7,